Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Mass Times and Intentions

Saturday 25t 6.00 pm LISC

Sunday 26t 11.00 am Sr Maureen

Monday 27t 12.00 pm Eileen Hewitt

Wednesday 29t 12.00 pm Peter Edwards

Friday 31+ 12.00 pm John Lim

Saturday 1¢ 11.00 am Adoration & Confessions
12.00 pm David, Lily & Philip Lowrey
6.00 pm Special Intention

Sunday 2nd 11.00 am Margaret Brown

Please remember in your prayers the members of our parish who
have asked for our help and support:

If you would like us to pray for someone who is sick, who
has recently died or whose anniversary is coming up
please contact the parish office.
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Sunday 26 July 2026
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

‘Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind,

50 that none like yon has been before you

and none like you shall arise after yon.’



Pope Leo XIV Message World Day of Prayer for Grandparents
Dear brothers and sisters,

Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord promises that he will never forget any
of us. He assures us that he has engraved our faces on the palms of his
hands (cf. Is 49:16) and that his love is greater than a mother’s love for her
child (cf. Is 49:15). The prophet gives us a glimpse of an intimate and in-
tense dialogue in which God addresses, in familiar terms, each person indi-
vidually and the people as a whole. Even today, we can read these words
as referring to each of us, and everyone can hear that “l will never forget
you” spoken directly to them.

These are words that fill us with comfort and hope. They are the answer to
an agonizing feeling that troubles the heart: “The Lord has forsaken me; my
Lord has forgotten me” (Is 49:14). How often in Sacred Scripture, especially
in the Psalms, does prayer spring from the despair of those who feel that
their lives are of no interest to anyone and are being neglected! The painful
feeling of being forgotten is, unfortunately, shared by many people, and
among them are quite a few elderly people.

The Church understands the suffering of her elderly members; she knows
full well that they are all too often viewed through the lens of stereotypes
and considered a burden; she is aware that a profit-driven economy weak-
ens family ties; she knows that many elderly people are left behind by chil-
dren who are forced to migrate or, in some cases, to fight in wars. For each
of these reasons, she joyfully proclaims the Lord’s promise: “But | will never
forget you!”

Itis a joy, at any age, but especially when we are no longer young, to dis-
cover, as John Paul | said, that we are the recipients “of undying love on the
part of God. We know: he has always his eyes open on us, even when it
seems to be dark. He is our father; even more he is our mother” (Angelus,
10 September 1978). Even if it does not come naturally to think this way,
the truth is that even in old age we do not cease to be sons and daughters;
therefore, the invitation to return to the arms of God — whose love is both
paternal and maternal — remains worthwhile at any age.

Your prayers are asked for...

As people of faith we can often be asked by friends and family for us to re-
member them our prayers. These prayers can also be asked of by the par-
ish community as a whole, and included on the back of the newsletter.
There is a simple form to be completed, so we comply with GDPR guide-
lines, but this should not deter us from offering the prayers of the parish to
people or inviting them to be remembered in this way. If anyone would like
a name to included on the prayer list please complete one of the forms at
the back of church or speak to Fr Dominic

Lourdes Pilgrimage Novena

As we prepare for this year's Archdiocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage, we invite
parishes to join in praying a nine-day Lourdes Novena. Copies are available
at the back of church.

Can You Help? Men's Clothing Appeal

SHARe Knowsley is seeking donations of clean, good-quality men's clothing
to support people seeking asylum who are rebuilding their lives with dignity.
We particularly need everyday clothing, coats, shoes and trainers in all
sizes. We also welcome toiletries and women's clothes. Please bring them
to SHARe at the Old School House, St Johns Road, Huyton, Liverpool, L36
0UX (open Mon-Fri 9-5) or call 07915252300

Feast Days

Wednesday 29th - Memorial of Ss. Mary, Martha & Lazarus

In the household of Bethany the Lord Jesus experienced the family spirit
and friendship of Martha, Mary and Lazarus, and for this reason the Gospel
of John states that he loved them. Martha generously offered him hospitali-
ty, Mary listened attentively to his words and Lazarus promptly emerged
from the tomb at the command of the One who overcame death itself, a pre-
figuring of His own resurrection.

Friday 31st - Memorial of St Ignatius of Loyola

St Ignatius was born in 1491 at Loyola in northern Spain. His early life was
led at Court and in the army, and later he was converted to a life of holiness.
He studied theology at Paris and gathered companions around him, and
after wards at Rome he founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). He wished
the priests of his Order to be willing to go anywhere or undertake any work
for the good of the Church. Obedience to the Pope was to be their hallmark.
He is one of the great Christian leaders, and exercised a very fruitful aposto-
late by his written work and by the formation of his disciples who were out-
standing in the reform of the Church. He died in Rome in 1556. The Jesuits
were formidable in supporting the English Mission during the period of Cath-
olic persecution in this country and many parishes, including our own, were
founded by Jesuit priests. The figure to the far right of the Sanctuary window
depicts St Ignatius Loyola.

Saturday 1st - Memorial of St Alphonsus Liguori

Born near Naples in 1696, Alphonsus received his doctorate at the age of
sixteen. Visiting the local hospice for incurables in 1723, he had a vision,
and was told to consecrate his life solely to God. Alphonsus dedicated him-
self to the religious life, suffering persecution from his family. He reluctantly
became bishop of Naples. For thirteen years he, Alphonsus fed the poor,
instructed families, reorganised the seminary and religious houses, taught
theology and wrote many works.



